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Synopsis

[Read by Barrett Whitener] The preeminent popular history of civilization’s rebirth after the Dark
Ages From tales of chivalrous knights to the barbarity of trial by ordeal, no era has been a greater
source of awe, horror, and wonder than the Middle Ages. In handsomely crafted prose and with the
grace and authority of his extraordinary gift for narrative history, William Manchester leads us from a
civilization tottering on the brink of collapse to the grandeur of its rebirth, the Renaissance, a dense
explosion of energy that spawned some of history’s greatest poets, philosophers, and painters, as
well as some of its most spectacular villains. One of the most volatile periods of western history
witnessed the passing of the Dark Ages and the dawning of the Renaissance, illuminated by
magnificent scientific and artistic achievements and spectacular leaps of thought and imagination.
Manchester’s narrative weaves together extraordinary figures, varied elements, and

accomplishments of the period. --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.
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Customer Reviews

William’s own voice rings throughout the book, making this not only a compelling text, but a romp
though medieval times with one of the best of contemporary historians. Five stars simply aren’t

enough.

If you are just starting to enjoy history - decades after high school, you should own this book.
Manchester manages to connect the dots on countless historical figures and events that you
remember hearing about in school but never understood the historical implications. Those

seemingly disparate events are masterfully woven into an intriguing and beguiling tale of the dark



ages that were not as dull as you might imagine.

Even an educated mind will be enlightened by this captivating journal of middle ages and god’s

sunset and challenge of the Catholic Church.

Very readable as all of Manchester’s books are. Covers this period of world history beautifully and

painlessly.

Top-notch, fast paced writing. One of those books that ends way too soon. William Manchester, like

Barbara Tuchman, leaves a legacy of written history that is more compelling than the best fiction.

Excellent!!!

Once again William Manchester proves himself to be an outstanding historian, analyst and author.
He brings history to life and makes significant connections with how one historical event affects

another. Outstanding reading!A.A.

A very interesting read about the middle ages. The author must have done a lot of research to get
such great details.This was fascinating.FYI - Doesn’t paint a very flattering picture of the
vatican/popes at the time but this appears to be validated by other references as well. Just fyi so

you won't be offended.
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